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Introduction
This issue of ‘It Can’t Be’ was
created and edited by:
Izzy Ward; Kristian Potter; and
Alice Chessman.
© 1 April 2017
Other contributors are:

Free Action Packed day
for 10 Players
Full Day Entrance Free
to Paintball Centre and
Free Equipment Hire.

Emily Quinn
Emilia Reeves
Lucy Maden
Larissa Cooper

Delta Force Paintball has donated
five vouchers each providing free
entrance and equipment hire for 10
players (total worth £100.00) to
paintball For Further information
and booking please call
08444775020.
For the next two issues of this
magazine, one winner will be
selected to win one voucher, and
their submission will be published
in ‘It Can’t Be’. Each Winner will be
presented with a voucher entitling
the winner and their nine friends
free entry and equipment to their
nearest delta force centre. The
entries may be a story; artwork;
poem; photo; article; mini story;
lyrics; anything.

It Can’t Be
Happening in Wisbech
Simply, ‘It Can’t Be’ is designed
to provide a platform for young
people who live, earn or learn
in or around the capital of the
fens, to have our say – about
what we are interested in.

Please send your entries to:
erbie.murat@fenlandvc.org.uk
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Welcome to Youthoria » Youthoria
www.youthoria.org/
Youthoria is a website for young
people in Cambridgeshire.
Cambridge based charity
SexYouality now runs a group
providing Support and friendship
for young people in the Wisbech
area who are discovering their
sexuality.

Anna Rydzewska & Erbie Murat

Apprenticeships » Youthoria
www.youthoria.org/home/apprent
iceships/

www.volunteercentrefenland.
org.uk

Stop by to see us

News » Youthoria
www.youthoria.org/news/
Wisbech LGBT group (07/01/2016).
Sixth form colleges - open
days/evenings (16/12/2015). Do
teenagers understand sex and
consent? (09/12/2015).

Mon/Tues/Thurs
10am to 2.30pm
Rosmini Centre
69a Queens Rd
Wisbech. PE13 2PH

Wisbech Girls tackle bullying »
News » Youthoria
www.youthoria.org/home/news/1
33475831
Wisbech Girls tackle bullying. A
group of girls from Wisbech have
been working with Youthoria to
help combat bullying.

01945 582 192
Email :
erbie.murat@fenlandvc.org.uk

www.youthoria.
org/home/news/
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Phantom Junior
Travels the world

But he gets stuck
in Mexico as
DonalD’s wall is
too high
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Volunteering in
Charity Shops by
Emily Quinn
This is about volunteering in the
community of Wisbech town for
the organisation Cancer Research
UK on the Retail Park. It is based on
my own personal experience as a
volunteer and why it has changed
my life forever.
My experience started in 2014, and
up until now has been in different
charity shops. I have volunteered as
a sales assistant at Sue Ryder,
British Heart Foundation,
and Barnado’s before coming to
Cancer Research UK.

wanted a challenge and busier
environment. One time I’d missed
the bus and my parents drove me
to Wisbech town. We drove into
Wisbech and passed the retail park,
I saw that there was a big sign
saying Cancer Research UK.
That night when I have got home, I
went straight onto my laptop and
searched the internet to find out
more about the superstore
in Wisbech. There was a lot of
information on line, on social media
and on the website for the charity
shop.

I started as a volunteer and then
employed temporary for six weeks. I
was over the moon when the
manager gave me a chance,
because all my life I had been told I
would not get far in life. Working for
six weeks made me feel I am never
going to give up on my dream goal.
Being at Cancer Research made
me realise that there is a job out
there for everyone, but when the
time and place is right for you.
When I was working at the British
Heart Foundation, I’d started to
look somewhere else because I

The next day I went into the Cancer
Research store with mum. I went
to ask a member of staff more
about the charity shop personally
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and asked a member of staff for a
volunteer form. What I didn’t know
was that I was talking to the
manager. The manager called
Daniel Akeroyd asked me a few
questions. He asked me “why do
you want to do volunteering and
work in this shop and which part of
the shop do you want to work?" I
replied that “I wanted to work on
the till to boost my confidence up
and help me get a career in retail”.

as a sales assistant for six weeks
from September 3rd to 15th October
2016. It changed my whole life
because I thought I wasn’t confident
or a hard worker. I was so happy I
could have cried, someone believed
in me, for the first time ever I felt
very proud of myself. I have also
gained some qualifications: Retail
Level 2 Diploma, Functional Skills
Level 1 Maths and Functional Skills
Level 2 English. Working at Cancer
Research helped boost my English
Skills for reading, writing and
speaking and listening and
my maths working on and using the
till.

The Benefits of completing this
volunteering. The benefits at
Cancer Research as a volunteer is
gaining new skills for everyday life
and in work. I have gained a lot of
confidence in myself and found out
what career path I want to work in.
Another benefit to me of
completing work as a volunteer has
been in building relationships with
people who are older than myself.
This has made me feel part of a
team.

I am more determined to get
another job in care or in retail as I
have proved to myself I can handle
a six weeks temporary job and I am
a hard worker and I can do anything
when I put my mind to it.
It’s never too late to go back into
education to boost your grades up
or do volunteer work because it
made me the person I am today.

Training I have completed. The
training I have completed at the
superstore charity shop has been at
the till, sorting donations, Pricing,
steaming clothes, dressing the
mannequins, Health and Safety and
rotating stock on the shop floor.

This has been the best charity shop I
have ever worked at and has helped
me a lot.
Being at Cancer Research makes me
feel like I have another family, who
care about each other and
encourage you with your career.

What I gained from my experience
personally and my future career. I
started volunteering in the shop
back on 24th February 2016 then
eight months later I was employed
6
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Volunteer Police Cadets
Written by Emilia Reeves, Section Leader from Wisbech
Volunteer Police Cadets (fire station group).
The two Section Leaders from the Wisbech (fire station) group, Jess
Tolliday and Emilia Reeves got to meet and talk with some of the
high profile attendees after the ceremony to explain the social action
project. They met with the Youth United Foundation’s founder and
patron HRH Prince Charles (and the Minister for Civil Society, Rob
Wilson, among other guests).
Emilia Reeves stated that “It was wonderful to represent the
Volunteer Police Cadets at the ceremony, and to give a good
impression of Wisbech at an amazing event such as that.”

© Beaumont-Photography.co.uk
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We had the chance to meet Cadets from lots of different groups
from all over the country, it was great to see how many other groups
were involved in such great social action and how many people are
benefitting from all the work of similar young people.
We have lots of other plans to try and continue to make a positive
impact on our community and we are looking forward to some other
events coming up involving Cadets across Cambridgeshire and
hopefully beyond.
VPC Leader Scully who works with both units said: “I am
exceptionally proud of the work of these two groups, they always
strive to make maximum impact within their community with
whatever volunteering they do.
The recognition that the group have received by being invited to
Buckingham Palace was extremely unexpected and very much
appreciated. It was a once in a lifetime experience that none of us
will ever forget.”
area in England (known as
district council wards).

Indices of Multiple
Deprivation 2015

Four of the top eight most
deprived areas are in Wisbech.
Two wards in Waterlees, one in
Staithe and one in Medworth.
These four are in the top 10 per
cent most deprived areas
nationally.

A national index that measures
crime, education, employment,
income, health, barriers to
housing & services; and living
environment shows that the
district of Fenland includes the
top eight most deprived areas in
Cambridgeshire in Wisbech and
March East.

The 2015 IMD results for
Fenland finds that the district is
the 80th most deprived local
authority (out of 326) in the
country, which is worse than
2010 when the district was 94th.

The Indices of Multiple
Deprivation (IMD) measures the
relative deprivation of each small
8

9

TRAINING for 18 -25
YEAR OLD - NEETS
‘Not in Employment,
Education, or Training’
College of West Anglia (CWA),
Wisbech Campus, Ramnoth Rd,
Wisbech PE13 2JE. 01945 582561
State-of-the-art learning facilities;
Technology centre; Hair and beauty
salons; Learning Resource Centre.

Fenland Writers
Co-operative
01945 582192
Axiom Housing (The Foyer)
Wisbech Foyer, 2 North Street,
Wisbech. PE13 1NP
01945 580103
The Foyer Skills Centre tutor post
has been made redundant but
actively seeking employment (which
includes volunteering) still forms
part of the tenancy agreement.
Issued to the young residents.

Nova Training, Unit 7 Anglia Way,
Wisbech. PE13 2TY. 01945 585279
For 16-18 year olds (up to 24 if
EHCP) offer FS maths/English/ICT +
Admin; Construction; Business
Motor vehicle; Customer service;
Hospitality.
NACRO 1 Hill Street, Wisbech.
PE13 2TY. 01945 467254
Still delivering and taking referrals
for the Study Programme: English,
Maths, ICT, Retail, Customer
Services, Childcare, and Catering.

Volunteer Centre Fenland,
Rosmini Centre, 69a Queens Rd,
Wisbech. PE13 2PH.
01945 582192
Can offer people of all ages
volunteering opportunities in 186
different organisations to help build
employability skills, and selfconfidence. Plus opportunities for
18-25 year olds to contribute to this
magazine.

Youth Support Service
Cambridgeshire County Council
Awdry House, Ramnoth Road,
Wisbech. 01223 507218 Targeted
NEET Services. Discussion and
information sharing.

erbie.murat@fenlandvc.org.uk
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Young Adult

rumoured to be in production
to hit the big screen.

Fiction

If you pick up
All the Bright
Places, then be
prepared for an
emotional
rollercoaster.
The story is
based around
Theodore Finch and Violet
Markey who meet on the ledge
of their school’s bell tower.
Finch has always been an
oddball and a social outcast.
Violet, on the other hand, has
always been popular but has
been distant and unhappy since
the recent death of her sister.

Books to Read Before
the Film Comes Out
Although Young Adult fiction is
aimed at ages 15 to mid-20s, it
is a genre that is much loved by
all ages. For those who want to
get into reading more but
never know which books to
choose, YA is a great place to
start.
The definition of Young Adult
fiction is a little blurred. In fact,
it is more cross-genre, generally
staring an adolescent main
character who deals with
difficulties and grows as a
person throughout the book or
series.

The book is narrated by both of
the main characters in a split
point of view, giving us a real
insight and connection with
each of them. The most
important theme of this book is
dealing with mental illness. The
realness of the characters
makes those less familiar with
mental health issues aware that
they can happen to anyone,
whether we regard people as
‘normal’ or not.

The engaging stories and
lovable characters feel so much
more fulfilling than most other
fiction out there, and the
novels are surprisingly full of
emotion. Seeing storylines and
characters that you love
coming to life in film is so
satisfying, so here are a
selection of YA novels that are
10
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All the Bright Places is Niven’s
first novel and it is completely
relatable that anyone will get
completely engrossed in it. It
also helps that the incredible
Elle Fanning has been cast as
Violet.

schooled and lived a mostly
private life.
The book begins as Auggie’s
parents decide that it’s time for
him to go to an actual school.
Again, the book comes from
mixed points of view, switching
between many characters.
Although the subject matter is
a deep one, the book is actually
a really feel-good read, which is
easy to get into.

Wonder by
R.J Palacio is
a bit of an
anomaly
when it
comes to YA
novels as
there isn’t
much to
compare it to. The book is
based around 10-year-old
August, or Auggie Pullman, who
was born with rare facial
deformities. Because of this, he
has always been home-

The film is being released in
April, starring Julia Roberts and
Owen Wilson as Auggie’s
parents and Jacob Tremblay as
August himself. We haven’t
given you much notice on this
one so if you want to read it
before the film comes out, then
get reading it quickly!
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Lovers of Hunger Games and
the Divergent series (if you
haven’t read the Divergent
series, please do, they’re much
better than the films), here’s
another incredible trilogy to
sink your teeth into. Leigh
Bardugo sold the movie rights
to Shadow and Bone a few
years ago and there hasn’t
been a word since, so please
keep your fingers crossed for
the release of this film!

screenplay is being adapted by
the same team who worked on
The Fault in Our Stars.

The Grisha books, as they are
known have a similar outlay to
the Hunger Games and
Divergent series in that they
are set in a Dystopian universe
with a female protagonist as
our main character. It’s best to
dive into this trilogy without
too much background
information so you’re going to
have to trust us that if you love
Dystopian novels, these are a
must read.

Those who have already read
or watched John Green’s Paper
Towns (which stars Cara
Delavigne) will love Looking for
Alaska. As Green’s first novel, it
doesn’t carry as much depth as
some of his more recent books,
but it is easy to read and get
into, and still packs a bit of
emotional punch.

If you loved the beautiful sobfest that was The Fault in Our
Stars, you’ll love John Green’s
first ever novel Looking for
Alaska, which is also being
made into a film. The film has
not been cast yet but the

Lucy Maden
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Larissa at the Rosmini
When I finished school in Terrington
St Clements, I would never have
seen myself volunteering in a
community café. I left with ten
GCSE’s and continued on to study
textiles in college. So what am I
doing here?

also provide refreshments for the
various groups that use the centre,
such as the carpentry workshop,
Slimming world on Mondays and
the Wednesday club where the
elderly can come for food and
bingo.

It’s simple really, I get to meet lots
of interesting and diverse people
who may need help and support.
Every lunchtime, lots of homeless
people come for sandwiches. We

There are sessions for all the
community including play groups
for the very young and discos for
the youth groups. I am hoping to
work towards becoming a youth
worker myself.

Larissa Cooper and Trevor Davies preparing for the Wednesday Club
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Are the needs of young
people met in Wisbech?

children. The bit in between seems
to be catered for by commercial
organisations only.

We discussed this question with
young people between the ages of
18 and 25.

If you’re looking for some history to
go along with your drinks, don’t
miss the Rose and Crown
Hotel. Just a few yards away is The
Gallery House, New Inn Yard and
Hill Street is the home of
The Horsefair Tavern, and
'The Market Inn' located in the
Market Place.

We found that there are quite a
number of things to do for young
people if they have money.
For those who do not have the
money, there appears to be nothing
much for them to do in Wisbech.

Riverside pubs on the North Brink
include the Rose Tavern; Red Lion
and the Hare & Hounds. The
Elgoods Brewery visitor centre is
also open during the day for a few
hours several days a week. There
are also pubs like the Chameleon
and 'The Case'.

In the 2015 IMD (Indices of Multiple
Deprivation) statistical analysis
Fenland comes out 80th (out of 326)
most deprived local authorities in
the country.
One quarter of Wisbech (25%) is in
the top 10% of the most deprived
areas nationally. Two wards
(localities) in Waterlees; one in
Staithe; and one in Medworth are
the top four most deprived in the
district.

On the South Brink there is the
White Lion Hotel and The Angel
Inn. Along Norwich Road is
the 'Three Tuns'. On Elm Road
is The Royal Standard and in
Norfolk Street The Five Bells.
Further out of town is The Clarkson
Arms at 121 Lynn Rd, and The
Locomotive at no 257 Lynn Road.
The night-time pub of choice is
the Wheatsheaf Inn (JD
Wetherspoons) on Church Terrace,
which is also the location of The
Duke's Head.

These figures shout out that 25% of
our young people in the town, at
the very least, come from highly
deprived families, and therefore do
not have any money.
Also Wisbech offers lots of things to
do for retired people, or for young

14

15

There are a few premises with dance floors in Wisbech: The Rose
and Crown and Mendi's for example. If you’re after live music,
check out the Elme Hall Hotel, which hosts a live band each week.
We are aware that there are many other places in and around Wisbech that
offer music, club, and dancing facilities, and we apologise for not including
them all here.
We think the point is that if you have money there are lots of facilities. If you
do not have money, there isn’t.
If you’re looking for something
sporty to keep yourself busy, there
are several indoor and outdoor
opportunities for sports.

The Hudson Leisure Centre also
features a very wide range of
different leisure and sports activities
for people to do. These other
activities include, a fully kitted out
gym; fitness classes and many other
large court activities like basketball,
and five a side football. The TaeKwondo and Karate often hold
competitions that are attended by
clubs from across the region and the
country.

At the entrance to Chapel Road car
park is the Wisbech Rugby Union
Club, which also acts as the primary
building for the Fenland Running
Club.
Located on Harecroft Road is the
Hudson Leisure Centre for the
popular activities such as tennis;
swimming; sauna; martial arts;
badminton; and Indoor Bowls.

The Hudson has clubs and
membership deals for people to join

15
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if they wish to become a more
regular customer.

with cheaper prices for the
unemployed. Just a thought.

Further along Harecroft Road is the
Wisbech Town Hockey club.

The Light also shows arts and sports
events such as live music
performances, theatre productions
and select sports coverage (not
covered under the terms of the
Light’s infinity card membership.

In town there are, apart from the
Hudson, other fitness facilities like
the 24/7 fitness gym, on Cromwell
road, offering a variety of fitness
classes, but this all costs money.
And again there are other fitness
centres for those lucky enough to
afford it.

On the corner, there is a bar area
called ‘The Green Room’ where
people can purchase drinks and
snacks.

Located in West Walton there is an
indoor rolling skating centre. In
Guyhirn there is ten pin bowling.

On that site there are also three
restaurants who take part in
promotional offers allowing cinema
ticket holders a meal at a reduced
price. But none of these come
cheap, and if you haven’t got money
you are snookered.

There are other sports and leisure
facilities outside of town, such as
Wisbech Town Football Club, and
the Aviation Museum (along the
Lynn Road).

In a class of its own there is the Luxe
cinema on Alexandra Road is a small
but pleasing cinema offering
comfortable seating arrangements
(Real armchairs).

Where in all sincerity, though, can
broke 18 – 25 year olds go just to
hang around with each other.
Again for those who have money,
the Light Cinema complex on
Cromwell Road presents a modern
cinema with eight screens, often
showing films for very small
audiences, occasionally with only
one or two people, in the viewing.

Although the Luxe only has one
viewing screen it’s more affordable
than mainstream cinemas such as
the Light, and, in my opinion, far
less impersonal. It also shows the
latest films.
You can also order drinks and
snacks in the comfortable seating
area located near the entrance.

Could it be that they may have the
capacity to encourage young people
to use these underused facilities
16
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The Luxe also offers a membership
card, which provides members with
advantages such as discounts, and
priority booking.

Gaultree Inn 38 Gaultree Square
Wisbech PE14 8DD

Almost opposite the Luxe Cinema is
the most beautiful theatre in the
region. The Angles is continuously
presenting a wide range of theatre
going experiences and it is
affordable. There is also a bar
downstairs, and the foyer is often
full of local art and crafts.

The Chequers Inn 2 March Road,
Friday Bridge. Wisbech PE14 0HF

Wheel Inn High Road, Wisbech St
Mary, Wisbech PE13 4RH

The Sportsman Main Rd, Elm,
Wisbech PE14 0AG
Black Horse 24 Elm Road, Wisbech
PE13 2TB

Kristian

Mc Donald’s, Subway, or Burger
King are other places popular with
young people, but, again, cost
money.
The Horse Fair, in Wisbech town
centre, and Wisbech Park really
seem to be the only places where
young people can meet that does
not cost them money.
The top ten places for nightlife in
Wisbech, according to Google, are:
Angles Theatre Bar Alexandra Road,
Wisbech PE13 1HQ
The Locomotive 257 Lynn Road
Wisbech PE13 3DZ
The Case Canal Street, Wisbech
PE13 1AR
The Five Bells 13 Norfolk Street
Wisbech PE13 2LD
The Elm Tree Elm Low Road Elm
Wisbech PE14 0DD
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organisations for whom we
administer volunteering
opportunities.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
REQUEST

Without Volunteer Centre Fenland
the vast majority of potential
volunteers would have real
problems finding adequate and
appropriate volunteering
opportunities.

Without Volunteer Centre Fenland,
sadly, many charitable and
voluntary organisations in this
district are likely to suffer greatly.

It is a well-known fact that most
people who do volunteer initially
have no clue what they want to
volunteer for.

This is because we recruit
volunteers on their behalf through
the Do-It web-site by putting the
volunteering opportunities on the
site on their behalf, and making
sure they are up-to-date and
accurate.

Without Volunteer Centre Fenland
to match their skills and experience
to volunteering opportunities, they
would find themselves in
organisations or opportunities that
do not suit their particular skill set.
What a waste.

We do this as the official
administrator for the national Do-It
site for the district of Fenland.
Without Volunteer Centre Fenland
the Do-It site would not be kept upto-date and would very quickly fall
into disuse.

It is also a fact that Volunteering can
improve people’s employability and
we have a proven track record of
enabling a great many people in the
Fenland district to become ‘Work
Ready’ through volunteering
opportunities.

It is a demonstrable fact that the
majority of volunteer and charitable
organisations do not have the skills
and/or the capacity to administer
their own entries on the Do-It
website.

This is by finding people
volunteering opportunities where
they gain the experience of getting
up and doing something positive,
gaining new skills and experience
and adding meaningful personal
statements to their C.V.’s and job
applications.

Volunteer Centre Fenland, through
partners like the Ferry Project, and
Job Centre +, then use the Do-It site
effectively to find and encourage
people to volunteer for the 186
18

19

VCF currently administer the
volunteering opportunities for 186
organisations through the Do It
website, across the market owns of
Fenland: Chatteris; March;
Whittlesey; and Wisbech. We
believe that these organisations
would suffer should we go under.
Even if we recruit one person to half
these organisations each year, we
are making a massive difference –
and we actually recruit many more
to some organisations such as
Cancer Research for whom we have
recruited over a dozen volunteers in
the last year.

This, we have found, is particularly
important for young people
between the ages of 18 and 25.
Please help us to continue doing all
of the above and more.
Please help us to build community
capacity, and to help reduce
reliance on County Council and
Health services
Based at the Rosmini Centre,
Wisbech, the Volunteer Centre
Fenland (VCF) has been working in
partnership with 186 organisations
that are dependent on recruiting
volunteers to provide a huge range
of support services to older persons;
people with special needs; people
with mental and physical health
needs; and including organisations
such as libraries; museums, schools
and other infrastructure services.

This service is absolutely vital in an
area of such high deprivation, and it
would be a great pity to lose it.
VCF also co-ordinates the
production of this young people’s
magazine called ‘It Can’t Be
Happening in Wisbech’, which has
been very successful for four issues,
recruiting 28 people under the age
of 25 to write, edit and produce this
important vehicle for young people
to have their say.

We are desperately in need of
funding to support our core
services. Would you be able to
consider giving us some financial
support?

Since the introduction of the updated version of the Do-It website
in January 2015, for which the
Volunteer Centre is the official local
administrator for Fenland, VCF has
recruited over 1,300 volunteers.

We would be pleased to make
arrangements to come to see you,
or for you to come to the offices
that we rent from the Rosmini
Centre to discuss the possibilities in
more detail.

In addition to the 186 organisations
for whom we recruit volunteers, we
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are also in partnership with Job
Centre Plus; the Ferry Project; and
The Rosmini Centre for specific
projects, which gives us a great deal
of operational experience in the
provision of services to improve

people’s employability, through the
provision of volunteering
opportunities, and through direct
training in CV writing and interview
skills especially for the young
unemployed.

Above is Izzy, chatting with Erbie, at the Job Café, which is held
each Friday Morning at the Queen Mary Centre. The Job Café is
organised by the Ferry Project, and provides an ideal opportunity
for young people to be recruited to write for, and become involved
with, ‘It Can’t Be’ Happening in Wisbech.
This is helped by the fact that Job Centre + holds its Job Clubs there
at the same time as the Job Café – between 10 am and 12 noon,
each Friday. Come and see us if you want to contribute to the last
issue – issue six of this excellent series of magazines.
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