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Our award to continue producing
this magazine is funded from the
ARM Cambridge Community Fund
(£2,500) and the D&J Lloyd
Community First Fund (£2,500).

Our next project is the Fenland
Writers Co-operative, which
aims to provide unestablished
writers with an outlet at local
level.
The core team for Fenland
Writers Co-operative are the
editorial team and the
publisher of ‘It Can’t Be’
Happening in Wisbech – a
magaziine enirely written by
young people for young people
between the ages of 18 and 25,
who are living, earning or
learning in the Wisbech District
of Fenland.

Fenland Writers Co-operative
erbie.murat@fenlandvc.org.uk

‘It Can’t Be’ is published by
Volunteer Centre Fenland at
69a Queen’s Road. Wisbech.
PE13 2PH.
Charity No. 803237
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learning to cope with these
conditions, and by working
with the volunteer centre I
am beginning to produce
some good work (so Erbie
says).
I started at City College
Peterborough last summer to
do a part-time course
learning computer skills and
producing worksheets, as well
as PowerPoints. It feels like
I’m doing PowerPoints all the
time. I currently have two
hours at the college every
Tuesday and Thursday.

Challenges

The college welcomes
people from all walks of life,
that’s something I was a bit
iffy about given my past
experiences with different
people.

My name is James Crowson. I
live in Wisbech St Mary, and I
am a volunteer with the
Volunteer centre Fenland,
where I write articles for ‘It
Can’t Be’, and also conduct
research. I am also a
volunteer on the Gypsy and
Traveller Project, and my
heritage is Roma Gypsy from
Portugal.

I’ve gotten used to it thanks
to therapy sessions every
Tuesday with a councillor.
His name is Mike Sullivan
and he works for the Child
and adolescent wing of
Community Child and
Adolescent Mental Health
Services (Camh)
Doddington.

I have a couple of challenges.
I suffer from Obsessive
Compulsive Disorder (OCD),
and Oppositional Defiant
Disorder (ODD). I am on
medication and am gradually

He can be a tricky guy, often
wanting to discuss all my
concerns and helps me to
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make me remember them.
He tells me he is of Welsh
descent. Some members of
his family lived in Swansea.
We talk every Tuesday in
the lounge near the
entrance, and although it
can get a lot off my chest, it
can still leave me wanting to
talk for hours with him.

Unfortunately, I heard it was
for younger children, which
sickened me a bit so I didn’t
want to take part anymore.
I’m cool with it now, but I
would rather be with
students of my own age.
I seem to have a short-term,
one-track memory. My
mum and dad tell me I’ve
got such a convenient
memory but I beg to differ
because apparently I cannot
remember anything from a
long time ago.

Obviously he doesn’t have
that amount of time but we
try and fit in as much as we
can.
Thursday is when I would
start getting work to do at
college.

From October to December
last year I went to the
library in March every
Thursday afternoon to have
life chances sessions with a
woman named Hayley
Williams (I think that’s her
name). She was the perfect
therapist for me because
she told me that a decade
ago she was suffering from
similar anxiety problems,
she ALSO thought that she
could do nothing about it.

I stick to a pre-determined
schedule. A lot of the work I
do I try my best with and I
strive to get every part right
and righteous.
The students and teachers
I’ve met seem to be okay.
A couple of my teachers and
myself played a game of
scrabble.
In fact I’ve played it before
but I forgot because it’s
been years.

We talked about anxiety
and how it plays into my
life. We also wrote about
people who had bad grades
in school yet went on to
lead successful lives in the

Before Christmas I started
drama classes.
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future. Like Simon Cowell
and Richard Branson.

healthy lives. Don’t believe
me, just look at the charity
single he created to help out
with the cases of the
Grenfell Tower fire. The
man created that in just a
week of production getting
together numerous artists
to do a cover of Bridge over
Troubled Water. The guy’s a
dedicated philanthropist.

I looked up to the Virgin
founder the most because
from his going from weak at
reading with dyslexia to
founding one of the biggest
corporations on the planet
struck a cord and clicked
with what I want to set for
myself.
Now I don’t mean that I
want thousands of pounds
to build my own factory, get
equipment and employ
people because I don’t think
I have that brain power.

Everyone in the
Peterborough City College is
different. I met one girl in
drama, she was probably
the only one they had (who I
thought was a guy ha!) who
seems like a fun and
interesting dudette and/or
sis. She jokes around a lot (a
bit like me) so we have a bit
in common.

I’m just saying I want to
make a difference.
Simon Cowell was not a
surprise, I mean listen to his
remarks on X Factor and
you’ll find out he’s not the
nicest guy. But if you look
deeper you’ll find the
fingerprints of a man
making his mark while also
setting out to change
people’s lives and help them
achieve their dream.

She’s homosexual I was
going to point that out but I
didn’t want any beef with
her or her situation though
she considers it okay to joke
about a person’s sexuality as
long as their telling the
punchline.
A couple of students are
slow. In particular this one
guy who looks 20, mumbles
a bit and is overweight but
I’m sure the more I get to
know everyone I’ll be just
fine.

That’s really aspirational for
anyone. It shows that even
the people with the hardest
of edges can still want
others to have fun but
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Drama is kind of refreshing
for me, I use to do school
plays every winter so I have
a little bit of experience with
acting.

At the moment I’m just in it
for the work and getting my
life together before I’m a
full-blown adult living alone.
The people I see most of are
the teachers. They seem like
they’re in it to help me.
Which I’m happy about. I’m
also hoping to start doing
my student curriculum
sheets and paperwork.

That said, I wonder how
good of a job I’m able to do
sometimes due to selfdoubt, my mentor says the
melding with other people
matters more than how fine
of a performance you can
pull off. I’m not entirely
convinced yet one has more
significance than the other.

I hope at some time it will
be the main course of my
education. But I haven’t
done it yet because they
want me to get on with the
work I haven’t done for
months. I was doing an
echelles chart and math
combining all methods and I
hope that I can do that in
the future. We’ll see…

I don’t really know everyone
in the building just yet. I’m
in the John Mansfield
Campus so I wonder if there
are other places scattered
around.
I am currently a bit too shy
to make too many friends.
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Pirates of the Caribbean
By Louise Woods
Pirates of the Caribbean is my favourite saga. It’s the best group of films I have
ever seen in my life. They talk about some history of pirates in the films and it’s
set in the most beautiful place in the world -the Caribbean. (Fun fact - the films
were never filmed in the Caribbean sea it was all done in a bit paddling pool).
The first film was called the Curse of the Black Pearl that came out in 2003. Will
Turner teams up with eccentric pirate Captain Jack Sparrow to save Turner's
love, Elizabeth Swann, from cursed pirates led by Jack's mutinous former first
mate, Captain Barbossa. Jack wants revenge against Barbossa, who left him
stranded on an island before stealing his ship, the Black Pearl, along with 882
pieces of cursed Aztec Gold.
This film was eccentric to me seeing Jonny Depp playing the amusing Jack
Sparrow, and being my favourite actor. Seeing him play this role was the best I
have seen him since Sleepy Hollow and Cry Baby.
The second film was called Dead Man’s Chest in 2006. This film was about Lord
Cutler Beckett of the East India Trading Company arresting Will and Elizabeth
for aiding Captain Jack Sparrow in the previous film.
Beckett offers clemency if Will agrees to search for Jack's compass in a bid to
find the Dead Man's Chest, and inside the heart of villainous Davy Jones that
would give Beckett control of the seas. However, Jack wants the Chest to
escape from an unpaid debt with Jones, who made Jack captain of the Black
Pearl for 13 years in exchange for 100 years of service aboard Jones' ship, the
Flying Dutchman.
This film to me was exciting as I love the history behind Davy Jones and his
locker. I love playing the game they were playing on Davy Jones ship called
Liar’s Dice. It’s a game of deception, but your bet includes all the dice, not just
your own. This game was mostly played by the craw of lost souls. And again
Johnny Depp is even more funny is this one.
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Now the third film in 2007 is my favorite out of them all so far as this is where I
think Jack is at his funniest “nobody move! I dropped my brain.”
This film is called At Worlds End. It is about Lord Beckett gaining power over
Davy Jones and, with the help of the Flying Dutchman, he is now executing his
plans to extinguish piracy forever. To stand against the East India Trading Will,
Elizabeth, Barbossa, and the crew of the Black Pearl set out to rescue Captain
Jack Sparrow from Davy Jones' Locker. As one of the Nine Pirate Lords, Jack is
needed in order to summon an ancient goddess Calypso with the power to
defeat Beckett's forces.

Reg address
148 Elm High Road. PE14 0DW

Mon/Tues/Thurs 10am to 2.30pm

‘It Can’t Be’ is designed to provide
a platform for young people who
live, earn or learn in or around
Wisbech to have our say.

69a Queens Rd Wisbech. PE13 2PH

01945 582 192
erbie.murat@fenlandvc.org.uk

VCF also administers the
volunteering opportunities across
the Fenland district for 161
different organisations.

Fenland Volunteer Bureau
Charity No. 803237
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You can
do it

This was an idea of mine when I was
a member of the Wisbech Youth
Council nine years ago. There were
18 of us at the first meeting where
each of us came up with an idea for
what we would like to see happen
in Wisbech, so it was really nice to
find “It Can’t Be” actually happening
in the town. It took him a while but
Erbie got some funding at last to
produce it. Having had my arm
twisted, I’m now a member of the
editorial team.

Before I had my child I had two jobs.
After having a child and not being
able to go back to work for a variety
of reasons, I decided I would push
myself and go back to college. I felt I
needed to get back in to improving
my life, and the life of my child.
I knew what I wanted to do. I
wanted to do a counselling course
that the College of West Anglia
offered. I didn’t have to but I
thought it would be useful to do an
intro course as a taster to see if I
would like it. I ended up enjoying
the 10 week course and meet lots of
new people. Even though I was
hesitant I pushed myself.
I then went on to do a level 3
diploma in counselling. It was a one
year course that I did with evening
classes while family looked after my
daughter. There was a group of 12
of us in a class with mixed ages. I’m
waiting for my certificate. In the
mean time I thought I would do
some volunteering. You can imagine
my surprise when I was asked to do
an article for a magazine for young
people called ‘It Can’t Be Happening
in Wisbech’.

SO - Don’t let anything stand in
your way, you can achieve
something if you really want it.

Zoey Taylor
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For six months we were sofa surfing
at friends, as we waited for housing
nearer to Wisbech.
We’ve now been in our house for
two years, and been alone and
responsible for my son, with him
having started going to a
childminder, I am now ready to try
to build a future for us both.

Ellen Cartwright

I attended a job fair at Wisbech Job
Centre at the end of September
2017, where they must have had 40
stalls offering jobs, apprenticeships,
work experience and volunteering.

On April the 21st 2014, after a
horrible argument, I found myself
on the streets with a 10 month old
baby; both in our pyjamas; with only
a bag of nappies and my handbag;
no car; and no pushchair.

I made an appointment to attend
the Volunteer Centre Fenland
because I needed to build my
confidence and develop new skills
and experience to add to my CV,
ready to go back into full time work.

It was cold; it was foggy; we walked
two miles to my mums.
After some support from mum and
her friend; having given a statement
to the police we had to find
somewhere else for me to go
because staying would have
affected mum’s tenancy.
I did register homeless with Kings
Lynn and West Norfolk Borough
Council the next day. They offered
me temporary housing in bed and
breakfast in Kings Lynn this would of
meant I couldn’t get to work in
wisbech.
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They are working with Dallas
pierce Quintero architects to
create a new and inspiring
streetscape for the community
of Wisbech and the visitors.

Wisbech
high
street
project

What is being planned?
 Number 24 on the high
street will be having gap
installation
 Numbers 9, 14, 16, 17 is
having residential
conversion (first floor
domestic)
 Numbers 11 and 12 are
being reinstated
 Numbers 14, 16, 17 and
18 are having shop front
improvement

Fenland have partnered up
with Ingham Pinnock
associates, to work on
proposals for the high street
Wisbech.
They are planning townscape
heritage enhancement and
restoration for fenland district
council.

There have been many new
ideas for what should be next
for Wisbech – but instead of a
space for young people to just
hang out, which is seriously
lacking in Wisbech, our
wonderful council has decided
to fill the gap with an
observatory tower – what a
waste of space. We already
have towers from the Institute,

This exciting project seeks to
restore and enhance up to
eight shop fronts and
properties in the towns high
streets as well as creating a
new area for the public at
property no.24 which is at the
moment a derelict sight.
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St Peter’s Church and the
Boathouse.

What a waste of the £2million
townscape heritage bid from
the heritage lottery fund.
A spokesman for Ingham
Pinnock, the consultants
overseeing the project, said:
“Unfortunately, due to a
combination of factors many of
the historic buildings in
Wisbech have suffered,
particularly on the High Street.
Many may be ‘at risk’ or
‘vulnerable’ and indeed some
buildings have already suffered
fatal collapse.
“The High Street requires a
complex and considered
solution to bring them back
into active use and to secure
their long-term future.”
We believe that the council yet
again has missed a golden
opportunity to address the
needs of young people. This
could have been a craft centre;
drop in centre; a place to meet;
with a range of activities for
adolescents and teenagers.

Izzy
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Young and hungry for a chance - Ebony
I’m currently 19 years of age, still living at home and still, after a whole year of
searching, have not managed to find myself a first time job.
The problem these days are that most companies are wanting good grades all
round and people with prior experience in that particular field whatever it may
be, but what happens if what you are searching for is the first job that kicks
starts everything and gets that ball rolling.
Now being at that point where it is hard to find anybody that wants to take you
on is becoming extremely frustrating and making the effort, just to be kept
being let down is tiring.
Most people have an idea of what their dream job would be, and of course I
have that as well, but I can’t put all my eggs in one basket and just hope that
the job of my dreams will be just round the corner. So as of now I just have to
search for anything and everything hoping I can learn the trade along the way,
but nobody seems to want to put in that effort that could help me ever so
greatly.
Everyone asks me all the time about what I’m up to, and it’s getting harder to
come up with something that doesn’t make me sound lazy or that I have gone
past caring.
To this day I don’t like to mention my job situation to any friends or family as it
makes me feel at times pathetic that I can’t even get a job that could be easily
picked up by anyone.
People that already have a job don’t mind being asked that question because
even though their life may not be filled with excitement and millions of
hobbies, it’s better to be working and earning than still sitting at home trying
to keep yourself occupied throughout the long days.
Currently whilst I’m at home still searching for that all important first job, I
volunteer at the local volunteering centre in Wisbech and I am in the middle of
a personal trainer course which will provide me with the backing I need for my
future career I would so love to pursue, but trying to fill those other 5 days of
the week is becoming increasingly hard.
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The question I most dread from anyone that speaks to me when the day is over
is “what have you been up to today” and with that I always reply with “not
much” not because I can’t be bothered to answer them properly, it’s because it
is the complete truth and it sucks!
Life isn’t easy. You just have to keep pushing on, you can’t just give up.

N.B. Since I wrote this article for ‘It Can’t Be’ I have been able to get
a job, through an agency, with Delmonte in Wisbech. It is really hard
work, freezing cold, AND it pays money – real stuff, that I can save
and put towards learning to drive, getting a car, insurance and so on.
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Wisbech funding

slashed to zero
AGAIN!
What is it about Wisbech that
seems to attract the worst possible
bureaucratic decisions that have the
most long lasting, debilitating
effects on the Social well-being of
the town?
We at ‘It Can’t Be’ are fed up with
fobbed off time and time again with
the old chestnut that local
government has no money, and that
cuts are inevitable – NO. This is
simply a lie. The money is there.

If you don’t believe us, look at the
structure of Fenland District
Council, and the number of service,
supervisors, lower managers,

middle managers, assistant
directors and directors, (and how
much they are paid) REALLY!!!
Then Fenland decided that Wisbech
Museum was to have its funding
removed.
“Fighting for the future of Wisbech
and Fenland Museum - the grim
reality of what happens when a
council withdraws funding”
This was the headline in ‘Wisbech
Standard’ on the 5th January 2017.
Since then the museum has been
struggling to continue.
Fenland District Council made one
final reduced payment in April 2017,
to cover the next three years.
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The council has dropped its £46,250
a year grant. The final payment was
£70,000 (instead of £138,750). After
that the grant is slashed to zero.
Clearly those in power would prefer
Wisbech to be a cultural desert.
The Wisbech and Fenland Museum
is a perfect surviving example of the
Victorian museum. Its collections
are rich, eclectic, encyclopaedic, and
unrivalled. They contain precious
and remarkable objects - of great
significance locally, nationally and
internationally - which tell the
history of Wisbech and also of the
World.
Museum chairman Richard Barnwell
said: “I love this town, I love its rich
history, and we cannot allow this
museum to close.”
“It was built especially in 1847 and
is one of the first purpose built
museums in the world”.
We wish him luck. We know how
difficult it is to obtain core funding.
Their mission is to develop, to care
for, and to interpret the museum’s
collections for current and future
generations, to stimulate curiosity
and wonder, and to make them
accessible to everyone everywhere
so they can discover and connect
with their history and heritage.

They are committed to extending
the museum’s contribution to:
 Learning– it is an
important educational and
research resource for
people of all ages, abilities
and backgrounds.
 Enrichment and
enjoyment –to inspire
people, to stimulate ideas,
and to satisfy a passion for
knowledge.
 Civic pride –illuminate and
celebrate Wisbech’s proud
past and distinctive
present.
 Stronger community and
Enhanced well-being –help
people connect to their
cultural inheritance and
generate a sense of
identity and belonging.
 Archives - a treasurehouse of memories and
local history.
 Economic development –a
key destination in Wisbech
and surrounding district
for tourism.
Become a Friend of the Museum
Support exciting developments
at the Museum, enjoy lectures
and outings throughout the year.
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Volunteer at
the Museum
Whether you're a Year 10
student looking for a work
placement in a museum, or a
university student seeking
valuable volunteering
experience, we may be able to
help.

There are lots of different ways
you can contribute to the life of
the Museum and we are always
looking for volunteers.

Gain
professional
experience
If you have any queries about
getting involved at Wisbech &
Fenland Museum, contact on
01945 583817 or email
info@wisbechmuseum.org.uk

The Phantom of Wisbech
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Drop in to see us - Mon/Tues/Thurs - 10am to 2.30pm
Rosmini Centre, 69a Queens Rd. Wisbech. PE13 2PH

Tel : 01945 582 192
WWW. VolunteerCentreFenland.org.uk
Email : erbie.murat@fenlandvc.org.uk
Registered charity no. 803237
Reg. address 148 Elm High Road. Wisbech. PE14 0DW
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Izzy Ward (Senior Editor & Trustee), Erbie Murat (Manager and Secretary)

 Brokerage (matching
volunteers to volunteer
organisations).
 Promoting volunteering
both for the individual
and the community, &
Developing best practice
and ways of reaching and
supporting volunteers.

 Supporting organisations
in identifying / developing
new opportunities.
 For individuals of all
backgrounds and abilities.
 Contributing to policy
responses & campaigning.
 Contributing to the
strategic development of
volunteering.

